Teacher Learning and Professional Development
Vol 1, No. 1, May 2016, pp. 19 — 33

The heart of teaching
Allan M. MacKinnon Chris Moerman
Simon Fraser University, Canada School District 42, British Columbia, Canada

Summary of article

This article examines the early practicum experiences of a teaching candidate struggling with
classroom management in a tough initial student teaching placement and his relationship with an
advisor who coached him through the difficulty of getting his elementary school pupils to attend to
his lessons. The coach advised the student teacher to use his former success in the music industry as
a way of finding his legs as a teacher, so the two worked together with music and singing with the
children as a means of establishing classroom control and management. The nuances of learning in
the practice setting through demonstrating and telling, listening and imitating are examined. The
coach and student teacher ended up becoming friends and playing together in a part-time band.
Four years after their meeting and work together in the difficult practicum, the two had an
opportunity to revisit their musical work with children and the article includes a description and
examples of the rich applications of music in the current practice of the teacher, now working at the
same school where the practicum occurred. The use of music and singing with children had
advanced from being an instrument of control to being a tool for further their learning of various
topics in science and of establishing community and camaraderie in the school. The article is
couched in an argument that suggests the rhetoric of best practices and measureable outcomes for
all students may dilute teaching candidate and teacher educator’s conceptions of being and
becoming a teacher, and recommends that we attend to ways in which our discourses about teaching
and learning might assist young teachers in thinking about the role of their own interests and talents
in their careers as teachers.
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