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Robert	
  A.	
  Hacke<	
  is	
  Professor	
  of	
  Communica0on	
  at	
  
SFU.	
  He	
  has	
  wri<en	
  extensively	
  on	
  media	
  
democra0za0on,	
  and	
  journalism	
  as	
  poli0cal	
  
communica0on.	
  	
  

Shane	
  Gunster	
  is	
  an	
  Associate	
  Professor	
  of	
  
Communica0on	
  at	
  SFU.	
  His	
  research	
  interests	
  
include	
  environmental	
  communica0on	
  and	
  news	
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Shane	
  Gunster:	
  Solu6ons	
  vs.	
  conflict	
  framing:	
  	
  Alterna6ve	
  media,	
  climate	
  news	
  and	
  public	
  engagement	
  
	
  Some	
  have	
  suggested	
  that	
  news	
  about	
  climate	
  change	
  contributes	
  to	
  excessive	
  and	
  unproduc0ve	
  polariza0on,	
  reinforcing	
  poli0cal	
  and	
  ideological	
  divisions	
  which	
  make	
  
it	
  difficult	
  to	
  make	
  progress	
  on	
  policy	
  solu0ons.	
  	
  Others	
  counter	
  that	
  sharpening,	
  intensifying	
  and	
  focusing	
  the	
  unavoidable	
  contrast	
  between	
  ecological	
  well-­‐being	
  and	
  
neoliberal	
  capitalism	
  -­‐-­‐	
  'Capitalism	
  vs.	
  The	
  Climate'	
  -­‐-­‐	
  is	
  essen0al	
  in	
  genera0ng	
  awareness	
  and	
  mass	
  poli0cal	
  mobiliza0on.	
  	
  In	
  this	
  talk,	
  I	
  will	
  discuss	
  how	
  these	
  two	
  
perspec0ves	
  shape	
  and	
  inform	
  alterna0ve	
  media	
  in	
  Bri0sh	
  Columbia,	
  drawing	
  primarily	
  upon	
  the	
  results	
  of	
  a	
  dozen	
  interviews	
  with	
  leading	
  alterna0ve	
  media	
  journalists,	
  
editors	
  and	
  publishers,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  leading	
  BC	
  environmental	
  advocates	
  and	
  ac0vists.	
  
	
  
Robert	
  HackeE:	
  Greening	
  Democracy:	
  What	
  kind	
  of	
  journalism	
  do	
  we	
  need	
  for	
  climate	
  crisis?	
  
Climate	
  change	
  is	
  not	
  just	
  a	
  scien0fic,	
  technical,	
  or	
  economic	
  ma<er.	
  It	
  poses	
  profoundly	
  ethical	
  and	
  poli0cal	
  challenges	
  to	
  human	
  ins0tu0ons,	
  including	
  journalism.	
  	
  If	
  
“global	
  climate	
  crisis”	
  describes	
  our	
  shared	
  civiliza0onal	
  condi0on,	
  what	
  kind	
  of	
  journalism	
  can	
  help	
  –	
  in	
  however	
  a	
  modest	
  but	
  indispensable	
  way	
  –	
  to	
  fashion	
  an	
  
effec0ve	
  response?	
  In	
  this	
  talk,	
  I	
  consider	
  some	
  norma0ve	
  dimensions	
  of	
  a	
  triangular	
  rela0onship	
  –	
  journalism,	
  democracy,	
  and	
  planetary	
  emergency	
  -­‐-­‐	
  and	
  raise	
  
ques0ons	
  about	
  whether	
  global	
  climate	
  crisis	
  necessitates	
  different	
  ethical	
  touchstones.	
  
	
  


