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DAVID RICKS

the wall to which Anagnostakis refers in the phrase which forms this
paper’s title. The poem is a literally cryptic one, but let us try to make

|

| .

| Let us begin in medias res with an initial attempt to peep behind
i

? it out as best we can on its own terms, and as far as possible without

presuppositions.
\
\I EkErl. .. THERE. . .
*Exel 6 ta Posis. There you will find them.
Kamoto »heldi A certain key
ITov B¢ mdpelg Which you’ll take
Movdyo ¢oU ot O rtdperg Only you will take
! Kol Ba ompwEeig v mdota And you’ll push open the door
| © avoielg 10 dwpdtio Open up the room

© dvoiEeis Té mopaBuga otd @iy Open the windows on the light
Zohopevo.tomovixo Odxguetotiv - The dazzled mice will hide

Ol naBoéprec O Adppouvy The mirrors will gleam

Otyhopmol 86 Evpviioouy & tdv  The light bulbs will be woken by the
dvepo wind

"Exel 6 ta Posic There you will find them

*This paper, which was prompted by discussions in supervisions with Ms Elsa
| Amanatidou, was first given at Columbia University, and I am grateful to the audience,
and in particular to Professor G. M. Sifakis and Professor Karen van Dyck, for com-
ments which have improved it. This being an introductory account, I quote in English
| only all but the first and last poems discussed and refer sparingly to the extensive sec-

ondary literature. (All works have Athens as place of publication unless otherwise indi-
cated.)




