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When I came to work at the Center in 
1997, there was still a special room here 
called the “OPS Room” (Occasional Paper 
Series) where these documents were 
stored in neatly labeled cubbies, ready for 
retrieval and mailing. In 2000, the OPS 
papers were scanned and put into PDF 
form so we could make them freely 
available on The Evaluation Center’s 
website, although hard copies were still 
available for purchase for some years to 
come.  

Last year, the Center’s website 
underwent a major overhaul. We carefully 
considered each component of the old site 
and what should be done with its content. 
Publication of the Occasional Papers had 
become a little too “occasional” to befit 
the label. But these early writings by some 
of the evaluation field’s most influential 
figures were too important not to be 
preserved. Moreover, after three to four 
decades of exile in the “gray literature,” 
they deserved to be dusted off, polished, 
and showcased. Accordingly, I suggested 
to Chris Coryn that he publish them in 
this journal so as to ensure their 
availability to the worldwide evaluation 
community far into the future. To his 
credit, Dr. Coryn was able to track down 
nearly all of the authors and obtain their 
permissions to reprint. You’ll see the 
papers have all gotten facelifts by way of 
reformatting, but the content is 100 
percent original. 
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