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Editorial

Corlett Wolfe Wood
Jefferson Scholars Foundation
University of Virginia
Charlottesville, VA, USA

“THE REAL VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY,” MARCEL PROUST WROTE, “CONSISTS NOT IN SEEKING NEW LANDSCAPES,
but in having new eyes.” At the crux of this observation is the essence of interdisciplinary thinking: it af-
fords fresh perspective on the familiar. Individual academic disciplines are often defined nearly as much by
their indigenous perspective as they are by a subject of study. One of the primary strengths of interdisciplin-
ary dialogue, then, is its capacity to infuse even a thoroughly explored topic with novel insight. With this in
mind, the Jefferson Journal of Science and Culture was conceived as a forum that encourages the diffusion
of perspectives across rigid departmental boundaries.

The topic of this issue of the Jefferson Journal of Science and Culture is Births and Origins.
Here, authors from disparate disciplines — history, education, chemistry, and music — offer four narratives
of the process of origination. Through their eyes, we explore the birth of a societal institution, follow the
development of a single idea, trace the history of a scientific field of study, and experience the evolving
influence of technology on musical composition.

In the first paper, Benjamin Brady examines the birth of the dog pound as an institution in
nineteenth-century New York City, a society in the throes of political and cultural change. The pound,
which arose to control loose dogs in an increasingly urban environment, is illustrative of the broader
struggle between patronage, personified in corrupt dog-catchers, and the professionalism of the nascent
SPCA. The rise of the pound becomes a lens that Brady uses to focus broader contemporary societal battles
such as the politics of local government and the influx of immigrants.

In the second paper, Billy O’Steen and Lane Perry explore the genesis of a single idea in the field
of education. In the recovery effort following the 2010 and 2011 New Zealand earthquakes, a university
implemented a service-learning course, a pedagogical style that was functionally non-existent prior to the
quakes. O’Steen and Perry delve into the life cycle of innovation, examining the factors that foster the
origin, diffusion, and acceptance of new idea. Their case study tracks the concept of service-learning in New
Zealand, at each step presenting a focused analysis of the cultural elements integral to the progression from
birth to maturity.

In the third paper, John T. Yates, Jr. offers an historical perspective on an influential scientific
field of study: the chemistry of catalysts and their active sites. Catalysts, which speed up chemical reactions
by bringing reagents into close physical association, are central to innumerable daily processes, and have
a long history of scientific exploration. Yates traces theoretical and empirical work on the chemistry of
catalysis, providing a solid grounding in the mechanics of catalytic reactions while contextualizing what we
know now in the past.

In the final paper, Pauline Oliveros analyzes the relationship between musicians and technology
through the technological revolutions of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. As a composer who expe-
rienced most of the major transitions from the advent of radio to the computerization of music in present
day, Oliveros guides us through her own compositions with an eye to the specific electronics that influenced
and facilitated their production.

Each of these contributions offers a unique perspective on the process of origination. All are in-
herently synthetic, using a novel vantage point to address a familiar question, or vice versa. Fundamentally,
these papers are all origin narratives, each witnessing and lending interpretation to a different birth. With
that in mind, I invite you to peruse the contents of this issue of the Jefferson Journal of Science and Cul-
ture, with a fresh eye to the geography of your own intellectual heritage.
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