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INTRODUCTION  

Migration is a topic of great importance to the people of The Bahamas and indeed of the entire 

Caribbean region.  We in the region have had a rich history of immigration and emigration and 

even today this trend continues although there have been marked changes over the years.  

In The Bahamas we experience much internal migration from island to island as we are an 

archipelagic nation.  In the Caribbean as a whole, there is both internal and external migration 

taking place on a regular basis.  Historically the region has had much movement of persons to the 

United States as well as to Great Britain.  Today, in the “post-Colonial era”, we are now 

experiencing some return migration from the “Mother” country. 

So great is the interest in this subject—economically, politically, socially and culturally—that 

there is a great body of literature published on it.  This bibliography contains monographic 

imprints and periodical citations on the general topic of “Migration”.  It is by no means a 

comprehensive bibliography; however, this list includes four main themes: “Migration to and 

from The Bahamas”; “Migration of people within the Caribbean”; “Migration of Caribbean 

people internationally”; and special focus is placed on “Caribbean Nurse migration.” 

It would be virtually impossible to include absolutely everything on the subject of migration in 

the Caribbean region, but this effort serves as a selective listing of some of the most relevant and 

useful resources on the topic.   

Migration To and From The Bahamas 
Three of Keith Tinker’s publications are 

listed here. The African Diaspora to The 

Bahamas, provides an overview of the 

African slave trade; Africans in North 

America; the early African presence in The 

Bahamas; the saga of the black Loyalists, 

black soldiers and Haitian immigrants; 

African immigrants and the issue of 

resettlement; Saltwater underground 

railroad; protests in anticipation of 

emancipation; perspectives on ethnicity, 

ancestry and community; Caribbean 

migration; and the making of the modern 

Bahamas.   

In his book, The Migration of Peoples from 

the Caribbean to The Bahamas, Tinker deals 

with British West Indian migration; 

Migration to The Bahamas: Pre-Columbian 

to 1888; Barbadian and Jamaican migration 

to The Bahamas; Haitian migration to The 
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Bahamas, 1793-1956 and 1957-1973; Turks 

& Caicos Islands migration; and post-

independence West Indian migration, 1973-

1992.  

In his article on Barbadian migration 

published in the Journal of The Bahamas 

Historical Society, Tinker discusses topics 

such as Bahamas emigration and 

immigration; social and economic 

conditions in The Bahamas. 

The International Organization for Migration 

commissioned a study in 2005 on the impact 

of Haitian migration on The Bahamas.  This 

study deals with such topics as the impact on 

the health and education systems. 

Boswell and Chibwa’s book, Internal 

Migration in the Commonwealth of The 

Bahamas 1960-1970 speaks about selecting 

variables for studying migration motivation 

in The Bahamas as well as in-migration and 

out-migration models.  They also discuss 

issues of the selectivity of migrants and the 

demographic consequences of internal 

migration in The Bahamas. 

Archer, D. (2005). The Haitian diaspora in 

the Abacos. [Nassau, Bahamas]: Solution. 

Belton, K. A. (2011). Dry land drowning or 

rip current survival? Haitians without 

status in The Bahamas. Ethnic and Racial 

Studies, 34(6), 948-966. 

doi:10.1080/01419870.2010.526236 

Boswell, T. D. (1986). The characteristics of 

internal migration to and from New 

Providence Island (Greater Nassau), 

Bahamas 1960–1970. Social and 

Economic Studies, 111-150. Available at 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/27862828 

Boswell, T. D., & Chibwa, A. K. (1981). 

Internal migration in the Commonwealth 

of The Bahamas, 1960-1970. Nassau, 

Bahamas: Clyde-Berren. 

Dorsett, K. (1975?). Population migration 

within The Bahamas with special 

reference to Eleuthera. (Unpublished 

teacher’s certificate long study). The 

College of The Bahamas, Nassau, 

Bahamas. 

Howard, R. (2006). The “Wild Indians” of 

Andros Island: Black Seminole legacy in 

The Bahamas. Journal of Black Studies, 

37(2), 275-298. 

doi:10.1177/0021934705280085 

Johnson, H. (1988). Bahamian labor 

migration to Florida in the late nineteenth 

and early twentieth centuries. 

International Migration Review, 22(1), 

84-103. Available at 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/2546397 

Johnson, P., Ballance, V., Fielding, W., 

MacDonald, T., Scriven, C., & Stuart, D. 

(2005). Haitian migrants in The 

Bahamas: A report for the International 

Organisation for Migration. Retrieved 

from http://www.iom.int/jahia/webdav 

/site/myjahiasite/shared/shared/mainsite/p

ublished_docs/books/Haitian_Migrants_

Report 

Marshall, D. I. (1979). ‘The Haitian 

problem’: Illegal migration to The 

Bahamas. Kingston, Jamaica: Institute of 

Social and Economic Research, 

University of the West Indies.  

St. Jacques, E. (2001). "Today Haitians, 

Tomorrow Bahamians": Reassessing the 

Integration of Haitian Immigrants in The 

Bahamas (Unpublished master’s thesis). 

University of Florida, Gainesville. 

Tinker, K. L. (1999). Barbadian migration: 

The socio-economic and political impact 

of Barbadian migration to The Bahamas. 

Journal of The Bahamas Historical 

Society, 21, 4-11 

Tinker, K. L. (2011). The migration of 

peoples from the Caribbean to The 

Bahamas. Gainesville: University Press 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/27862828
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2546397
http://www.iom.int/jahia/webdav
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of Florida. 

Tinker, K. L. (2012). The African diaspora 

to The Bahamas: The story of the 

migration of people of African descent to 

The Bahamas. Victoria, BC: Friesen. 

Migration within the Caribbean 
Bakker, C., Elings-Pels, M., & Reis, M. 

(2009). The impact of migration on 

children in the Caribbean. Bridgetown, 

Barbados: UNICEF Office for Barbados 

and Eastern Caribbean. Retrieved from 

http://www.unicef.org/easterncaribbean/I

mpact_of_Migration_Paper.pdf 

Brana-Shute, R., & Hoefte, R. (1983). A 

bibliography of Caribbean migration and 

Caribbean immigrant communities. 

Gainesville: University of Press of 

Florida. 

Conway, D. (1991, January). Migration in 

the Caribbean. Yearbook. Conference of 

Latin Americanist Geographers, 17, 91-

98. Available at 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/25765741 

Guengant, J. P. (1993). Whither the 

Caribbean exodus?: prospects for the 

1990s. International Journal, 48(2) 335-

354. Available at 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/40202884 

Henry, F., & Plaza, D. (2006). Returning to 

the source: The final stage of the 

Caribbean migration circuit. Kingston, 

Jamaica: University of West Indies Press. 

International Organization for Migration. 

(2010). Exploratory assessment of 

trafficking in persons in the Caribbean 

region: The Bahamas, Barbados, 

Guyana, Jamaica, The Netherlands 

Antilles, St. Lucia, Suriname, Trinidad 

and Tobago. (2nd ed.). Washington DC: 

Author. 

Itzigsohn, J. (1995). Migrant remittances, 

labor markets, and household strategies: 

A comparative analysis of low-income 

household strategies in the Caribbean 

Basin. Social Forces, 74(2), 633-655. 

doi:10.1093/sf/74.2.633 

Jackson, R. O. (Ed.). (2011). Geographies of 

the Haitian diaspora. New York, NY: 

Routledge. 

James, W., & Harris, C. (Eds.). (1993). 

Inside Babylon: The Caribbean diaspora 

in Britain. London, England: Verso. 

Johnson, H. (Ed.). (1988). After the 

crossing: immigrants and minorities in 

Caribbean Creole society. London, 

England: Frank Cass. 

Johnson, P., Ballance, V., Fielding, W., 

MacDonald, T., Scriven, C., & Stuart, D. 

(2005). Haitian migrants in The 

Bahamas: A report for the International 

Organisation for Migration. Retrieved 

from http://www.iom.int/jahia/webdav/ 

site/myjahiasite/shared/shared/mainsite/p

ublished_docs/books/Haitian_Migrants_

Report 

McElroy, J. L., & De Albuquerque, K. 

(1988). Migration transition in small 

northern and eastern Caribbean states. 

International Migration Review, 30-58. 

Available at 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/2546584 

McElroy, J., & de Albuquerque, K. (1990). 

Migration, natality and fertility: Some 

Caribbean evidence. International 

Migration Review, 783-802. Available at 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/2546208 

Palmer, R. W. (Ed.). (1990). In search of a 

better life: Perspectives on migration 

from the Caribbean. New York, NY: 

Praeger. 

Seelke, C. R. (2010). Trafficking in persons 

in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

Washington, DC: DIANE Publishing. 

Available at http://books.google.bs/ 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/25765741
http://www.jstor.org/stable/40202884
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2546584
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2546208
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Thomas‐Hope, E. (1999). Return migration 

to Jamaica and its development potential. 

International Migration, 37(1), 183-207. 

doi:10.1111/1468-2435.00070 

Thomas-Hope, E. (2002). Caribbean 

migration. Kingston, Jamaica: University 

of the West Indies Press. 

Thomas-Hope, E. (2002, November). 

Human trafficking in the Caribbean and 

the human rights of migrants. Retrieved 

from http://www.cepal.org/celade/ 

noticias/paginas/2/11302/Thomas-

Hope.pdf 

United Nations Secretariat. Population 

Division. (2006). Migration in the 

Caribbean: What do we know? An 

overview of data, policies and 

programmes at the international and 

regional levels to address critical issues. 

Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago: 

ECLAC. Retrieved from 

http://www.un.org/esa/population/meetin

gs/IttMigLAC/P09_ECLAC(Port%20of%

20Spain).pdf 

International Migration of Caribbean Citizens 
Alscher, S. (2011). Environmental 

degradation and migration on Hispaniola 

Island. International Migration, 49(s1), 

e164-e188. doi:10.1111/j.1468-

2435.2010.00664.x 

Bartram, D. (2011). Economic migration 

and happiness: Comparing immigrants’ 

and natives’ happiness gains from 

income. Social Indicators Research, 

103(1), 57-76. doi:10.1007/s11205-010-

9696-2 

Brana-Shute, R., & Hoefte, R. (1983). A 

bibliography of Caribbean migration and 

Caribbean immigrant communities. 

Gainesville: University of Press of 

Florida. 

Bristol, M. A. (2010). Brain drain and return 

migration in CARICOM: A review of the 

challenges. Caribbean Studies, 38(1), 

129-146. doi:10.1353/crb.2010.0023 

Buchanan Stafford, S. H. (1984). Haitian 

immigrant women: A cultural 

perspective. Anthropologica, New series 

26(2), 171-189. Available at 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/25605163 

Byron, M., & Condon, S. (2008). Migration 

in comparative perspective: Caribbean 

communities in Britain and France. New 

York, NY: Routledge. 

Castellani, F. (2007). International skilled 

migration: The Caribbean experience in 

perspective. Social and Economic 

Studies, 56(4), 165-206. Available at 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/27866530 

Castles, S., De Haas, H., & Miller, M. 

(2013): The age of migration: 

International population movements in 

the modern world. (5th ed.). Basingstoke, 

England: Macmillan. 

Chamberlain, M. (Ed.). (1998). Caribbean 

migration: Globalized identities. London, 

England: Routledge. 

Chierici, R. M. C. (1991). Demele,"making 

it": Migration and adaptation among 

Haitian boat people in the United States. 

New York, NY: AMS Press. 

Cohen, J. H., & Sirkeci, I. (2011). Cultures 

of migration: The global nature of 

contemporary mobility. Austin: 

University of Texas Press. 

Foulkes, M., & Schafft, K. A. (2010). The 

impact of migration on poverty 

concentrations in the United States, 

1995–2000. Rural sociology, 75(1), 90-

110. doi:10.1111/j.1549-

0831.2009.00002.x 

Garcia, J. A. (1986). Caribbean migration to 

the mainland: A review of adaptive 

experiences. The Annals of the American 

Academy of Political and Social Science, 

http://www.un.org/esa/population/meetings/IttMigLAC/P09_ECLAC(Port%20of%20Spain).pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/population/meetings/IttMigLAC/P09_ECLAC(Port%20of%20Spain).pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/population/meetings/IttMigLAC/P09_ECLAC(Port%20of%20Spain).pdf
http://www.jstor.org/stable/27866530
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114-125. 

doi:10.1177/0002716286487001007 

Goldin, I., Cameron, G., & Balarajan, M. 

(2011). Exceptional people: How 

migration shaped our world and will 

define our future. Princeton, NJ: 

Princeton University Press. 

Gonzalez, N. L. S., & Aberle, D. F. (1969). 

Black Carib household structure: A study 

of migration and modernization. Seattle: 

University of Washington Press. 

Harney, S. (2006). Nationalism and identity: 

culture and the imagination in a 

Caribbean diaspora. Kingston, Jamaica: 

University of the West Indies Press. 

Hill, D. R. (1973). “England I want to go”: 

The impact of migration on a Caribbean 

community. (Unpublished doctoral 

thesis). Indiana University, Bloomington. 

Mansouri, F. (2009). Youth identity and 

migration: culture, values and social 

connectedness. Altona, Victoria, 

Australia: Common Ground. 

Midgett, D. K. (1978). West Indian 

migration and adaptation in St. Lucia 

and London (Unpublished doctoral 

dissertation). University of Illinois at 

Urbana-Champaign. 

Newton, V. (2004). The silver men: West 

Indian labour migration to Panama, 

1850-1914. (Rev. ed.). Kingston, 

Jamaica: Ian Randle. Retrieved from 

http://wdn2.ipublishcentral.net/book_sour

ce/viewinside/7030495123527 

Stark, O. (1991). The migration of labor. 

Oxford: Blackwell. 

White, G. (2011). Climate change and 

migration: security and borders in a 

warming world. New York, NY: Oxford 

University Press. 

Nurse Migration from the Caribbean 
Amy Welton’s dissertation on Caribbean 

nurse migration considers aspects of the 

topic such as supply and demand for nurses 

in The Bahamas, nurse job satisfaction and 

emigration and immigration trends in The 

Bahamas.   

Adelberger, A., Neely-Smith, S., & 

Hagopian, A. (2011). Estimating nurse 

migration from The Bahamas between 

1994 and 2005: An exploratory 

descriptive study using a social network 

identification methodology. Global 

Public Health, 6(7), 732-745. 

doi:10.1080/17441692.2010.550588 

Epstein, P. R. (1997). Global migration: The 

health care implications of immigration 

and population movements. Washington 

DC: American Academy of Nursing. 

Gillespie, J., & Grant, J. (2007). A hidden 

heritage. Nursing Management, 14(2), 8-

11. 

Hosein, R., & Thomas, C. (2007). Caribbean 

Single Market Economy (CSME) and the 

intra-regional migration of nurses: Some 

proposed opportunities. Global Social 

Policy, 7(3), 316-338. 

doi:10.1177/1468018107082237 

Kingma, M. (2008). Nurses on the move: 

Diversity and the work environment. 

Contemporary nurse, 28(1-2), 198-206. 

Kline, D. S. (2003). Push and pull factors in 

international nurse migration. Journal of 

nursing scholarship, 35(2), 107-111. 

doi:10.1111/j.1547-5069.2003.00107.x 

Pittman, P., Aiken, L. H., & Buchan, J. 

(2007). International migration of nurses: 

introduction. Health Services Research, 

42(3p2), 1275-1280. doi:10.1111/j.1475-

6773.2007.00713.x 

Polsky, D., Ross, S. J., Brush, B. L., & 

Sochalski, J. (2007). Trends in 
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characteristics and country of origin 

among foreign-trained nurses in the 

United States, 1990 and 2000. American 

Journal of Public Health, 97(5), 895-899. 

doi:10.2105/AJPH.2005.072330 

Ross, S. J., Polsky, D., & Sochalski, J. 

(2005). Nursing shortages and 

international nurse migration. 

International Nursing Review, 52(4), 

253-262. doi:10.1111/j.1466-

7657.2005.00430.x 

Salmon, M. E., Yan, J., Hewitt, H., & 

Guisinger, V. (2007). Managed 

migration: The Caribbean approach to 

addressing nursing services capacity. 

Health Services Research, 42(3p2), 1354-

1372. doi:10.1111/j.1475-

6773.2007.00708.x 

Smith, P., & Mackintosh, M. (2007). 

Profession, market and class: nurse 

migration and the remaking of division 

and disadvantage. Journal of Clinical 

Nursing, 16(12), 2213-2220. 

doi:10.1111/j.1365-2702.2007.01984.x 

Welton, A. (2006). Migration trends among 

Caribbean nurses between 1994 and 

2005 in the context of a high migration 

region: Why is The Bahamas different? 

(Unpublished master’s thesis). University 

of Washington, Seattle. 


