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INTRODUCTION
The island nation of Antigua and Barbuda
(which includes the third island of

Redonanda) was discovered by Columbus in
1493. The larger and more populous island
was named for Santa Maria de la Antigua, a
cathedral in Seville. While colonists from
Spain and France attempted to settle the
islands, the British were the most successful
colonists (Kaufman, 2005). Antigua and
Barbuda continued under British rule from
1632 until independence in 1981 (McDaniel,
1998). Both islands are flat and fertile, ideal
locations for the sugar plantations that
dominated much of the West Indian economy
of the 17th and 18th centuries. Agriculture
(both  cultivation and  processing  of
agricultural products) remains a smaller but
still important industry in Antigua and
Barbuda (Canedo, 2008).

Most of the small population is descended
from the West Africans brought to the islands

as slaves. Antigua and Barbuda ‘“remain
devoid of the interracial minglings that typify
the populations of other Caribbean islands”
(McDaniel, 1998, p. 798).

The steelpan was introduced from Trinidad in
1945 and quickly gained popularity (De Jong,
2005). The first steelband in the Caribbean,
the Hell's Gate Steel Orchestra, was formed in
the late 1940's and is still a force in the
Antiguan steelpan scene (De Jong, 2005).
More steel bands quickly arose and “the
steelpan became the center of cultural life on
Antigua and Barbuda” (De Jong, 2005, para.
3).

As on many other Caribbean islands, the
annual Carnival is a major cultural event.
Antigua and Barbuda hold separate Carnival
celebrations, Antigua's being the larger and
more elaborate (De Jong, 2005).
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