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The purpose of the paper has been clarified by focusing on “teacher agency”, as expressed by IETs in the bridging program and teaching in schools. Teacher agency is more specific than “agency” and more relevant to the context of the study. Reviewer B’s suggestion to choose a more discrete focus and tie that focus to the theoretical framework was  very helpful, as was the suggestion that theory be interwoven with relevant data. The conceptual framework has been strengthened. Following reviewer A’s suggestions, the research questions and methods have been explicated and the form of the bridging program explained earlier in the text. I have attended to specific suggestions on style from both reviewers.I believe the revision has re-structured the paper meaningfully and thank the reviewers. The time frame for revision was condensed. If you choose to publish, I will make further adjustments.
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