Whose Chinatown?

Whose Chinatown? Examining Chinatown Gazes in Art, Archives, and
Collections exhibited at Griffin Art Projects from January 29" to May
2 2021 brought together an art history of Chinatowns and their
importance to communities as centres with works by historical and
contemporary Canadian artists. Assembling artworks, artefacts, and
archival materials, curator Karen Tam created a dialogue around
cultural community and place, mapping the histories and changes in
North American Chinatowns over the decades while asking viewers
to imagine the future of Chinatowns and their heritage.

Morris Lum Xam Yu Seafood Restaurant, Toronto 2016 ink jet print 50.8 cm x 60.96 cm
Courtesy of the Artist



Morris Lum Chinese Cultural Centre, Calgary 2015 ink jet print 50.8 x 60.96 cm
Courtesy of the Artist
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Unity Bainbridge Eugene Bond 1936 pencil on manilla 27 x 25 cm
Collection of Deborah and Richard Ryan

Born in Manchuria, Eugene Bond (née Bong) was a commercial artist and cook. He was also one

of two Asian models for the anatomy, drawing, and painting classes at the Vancouver School

of Decorative and Applied Art in the 1920s and 1930s, and during the summer art school trips

to Savary Island where he worked as the cook for the Royal Savary Hotel. Bond may have also
attended VSDAA part-time. As yet, no existing artworks by Bond have been located, though there
are a number of sketches and paintings of him by VSDAA art students and other artists. While Bond
may have been active artistically in the Chinese community, he may not have had opportunities to
show at venues like the Vancouver Art Gallery.
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Installation view, from left to right:

Yucho Chow Unidentified Black Couple with Cowboy Hat c. late 1930s photograph
Yucho Chow Community Archive: John Howard Fair Collection

Yucho Chow Unidentified South Asian Couple c. late 1930s photograph
Yucho Chow Community Archive: Nirmal Gill Family
Marco Polo Club Scrapbooks, 1960-1983, Collection of Tom Carter, now in the collection of the City of Vancouver Archives

Photo by SITE Photography

Following Page: Gim Foon Wong Personal Artifacts Collection of Karen Cho
From left to right: Patriotic Aviation Bond, 1941; National Defence Loan Bond, 1938;

The Last Spike lapel pin; Silver Bracelet, Between 1939-1945; Correspondence between Gim Foon Wong
and Karen Cho, 2003-2005; Gim Foon Wong's Motorcycle Goggles, 2005.
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