
Some lessons are taught, some lessons are imposed. How to 

Read Your Book is a series of large-scale reproductions from 
an old Canadian grade-school speller. These painted posters 
are referenced in my debut poetry collection How She Read 
(Caitlin Press, 2019). These are the stories my mother grew up 
reading as a Black girl in 1950s Halifax. I too remember reading 
about Pygmies in my 1970s Oshawa classroom. The content 
of the stories (myths, stereotypes, tropes) and the illustrations 
unpack the graphic colonial enterprise, highlighting the systemic 
racism in Canadian institutional texts. The black lines illuminate 
the silencing and erasure of BIPOC voices — while imagining the 
lessons learned by the young reader, in particular, what a Black girl, 
like my mom, might be thinking about herself after reading these 
texts (again and again).
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