
how it is
Mercedes Eng

Image reproduced with permission from Beverly Ho for the Chinatown Concern Group 唐人街關注組. 
“Skwachàys” is the traditional Squamish name of the area now known as the Downtown Eastside, 
which is located at the head of False Creek.



緬街
MAIN STREET

the heart of the community
gah lik gei seh koi zong sum

the Roosevelt

convenience store

the Regent

closed business

closed business

closed business

closed business 

the Blue Eagle

the Brandiz

closed business

convenience store

convenience store

COLUMBIA STREET
哥倫比亞街

Skwachàys: Downtown Eastside: November 2007

緬街
MAIN STREET

Owl Drugs

no-name money mart 

Hotel Washington 

convenience store 

empty building 

the Balmoral 

pizza shop
 
porn store

Insite (N.A.’s 1st legal safe injection site)

Vancouver Drug School

empty lot

empty building (the old Smilin’ Buddha 
where my dad saw Jimi Hendrix & where 
my grandpa Yuke Jam Lee ran a club in the 50s)

art gallery

subsidized housing project

COLUMBIA STREET
哥倫比亞街
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緬街
MAIN STREET

the heart of the community
gah lik gei seh koi zong sum

the Roosevelt

convenience store

the Regent

dev. app. no. DE414810

dev. app. no. DE414810

dev. app. no. DE414810

dev. app. no. DE414810 

dev. app. no. DE414810  

the Brandiz

art gallery

convenience store

convenience store

COLUMBIA STREET
哥倫比亞街

Skwachàys: Downtown Eastside: September 2012

緬街
MAIN STREET

Owl Drugs

no-name money mart 

Hotel Washington 

convenience store 

empty building 

the Balmoral 

pizza shop
 
porn store

Insite (N.A.’s 1st legal safe injection site)

art gallery

community garden instead of social housing

empty building (the old Smilin’ Buddha 
where my dad saw Jimi Hendrix & where 
my grandpa Yuke Jam Lee ran a club in the 50s)

art gallery

subsidized housing project

COLUMBIA STREET
哥倫比亞街
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Skwachàys: Downtown Eastside: January 2018

緬街
MAIN STREET

the heart of the community
gah lik gei seh koi zong sum

renovating the Roosevelt to Molson Bank

rest in peace AM & VS

the Regent (owned by the same people 
who own the now-closed Balmoral)

Sequel 138

Sequel 138

Sequel 138

Sequel 138 

Sequel 138

the Brandiz

art gallery

convenience store

convenience store

COLUMBIA STREET
哥倫比亞街

緬街
MAIN STREET

Owl Drugs

no-name money mart 

Maple Hotel (PPP Canada SRO Initiative) 

convenience store 

empty building 

the Balmoral (declared unsafe, 
150 tenants forced to move)

pizza shop
 
porn store

Insite rest in peace Bud Osborn

boarded-up building

community garden

SBC (the old Smilin’ Buddha 
where my fam has cool history)

building for sale

subsidized housing project

COLUMBIA STREET
哥倫比亞街
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