
ANDREA ACTIS / Description of a Struggle 
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Does no one notice this? The ladies and gentlemen 
who should be walking on the pavement are floating. 
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They poured me some lemonade and a girl with red lips held 
my glass wl)ile I drank. The hostess offered me a meringue on a 

silver salver and a girl in a pure white dress put the meringue in 
my mouth. 
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Since everyone was treating me so well I was a little sur­
prised that they were so unanimous in holding me back when I 
cried to return to the piano. 
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I realized that 

whether I allowed myself to be stabbed or ran away, my end 
had come. 
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And now everything was seized by speed and fell into the dis-
tance. _ . 
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And it is fortunate that tomorrow will 
be a day on which, unlikely as it may seem, one will be able to 
see everything. 
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Tell me everything, from beginning to end. 

natural that it borders on the excessive! 

I wandered on 
for a while with closed eyes, keeping myself awake only by a 
loud and regular clapping of my hands. 
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Just wait, something's 
going to happen today. And it did, too. 
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1 could not bear the strain of 
seeing around me the things of the earth. 
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You've never had so discreet a listener as I. 
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I understand a dead man was 
carried in here just now. Would you be kind enough to let me 
see him? 
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I don't understand it. But I don't even 
know if there is a connection. 

One will have to struggle here as anywhere else, but at 
least one won 't have to do it with graceful movements. 

I have done nobody any 
harm, nobody has done me any harm, but nobody will help me . 
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But for me there was now a third possibility of perishing. 
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It was a long time since I'd seen it like 
this; I was moved and reminded of certain days when I thought 
I had seen it in the same way. 
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Over the deserted, evenly lit street stood a large moon in a 
slightly clouded, and therefore unusually extended, sky. On the 
frozen snow one had to take short steps. 



Why has everything become so quiet? 
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"I wasn't in need of your information," I said, which hap­
pened to be true. 

Ir worked and we came fast enough 
into the interior of a vast but as yet unfinished landscape. 
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Heard someone sob softly from afar. 

I let a strong wind blow against 
us in long gusts. 
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Then I closed 
my eyes so as to shut out the bad light. 
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And I'm grateful. 


