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we work in spaces apart 
on definitions on being recognition 

recognized 
& here it is only here in sight us 

in our own arms 
breath into form us in space where we 

ask 
how are we 

what are we when we're out of sight 
from 

ourselves 
do we be 

can we be 
recognized recognition happens when 

we 
are us in these spaces us in this wake 

over there over elsewhere 
how do we be 

tell us about the day when Dionne Brand & Christina Sharpe came 
to 
town 
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both of us scholars both Black women 

we think about sexual violence & the woman 

Black body & the girl Black body & vower & h 
tell us a story t ey 

patriarchy & the skein on our skin both of us ask us 

1. . bl kb d. & l"k l d % fell~s about the 1vmg ac o 1es 1 e t 1ese unce e an n· 
ayw en 10nne 

mostly Brand & Christina 

feeling invisible mostly 

feeling mostly 

Sharpe came to 
town 

feeling cold even on this gift of a day it's 

warm & the sky above the clouds are blue 

but it's cold until we see until we're skin kin 

together 



we meet at segal building one of 

vancouver's heritage buildings once a 

bank & now described as a remarkable 
tell us ,a. stor):'. . 

h 
blend of old-world architecture & new-age 

t ey asK us 
tell us about technology 

the dav when. f . 9 h . . d f, 
D. tne,.evenmg o June t an auspic10us ay or 

10nne jjrand 
& Chri:stinae my father would have been 84 had 

Sharpe came to this i,.c; where we speak to each other 
he llved 

town where we. see each other where we 
it's a gift of a day warm not rammg 

. . note th~ disiuncture from the 
the twitter post from Chnstma a photo 

b 
• l k fi b hpei;fon;nance spaces where we live in this 

o v10us y ta en rom a ove t e clouds the 
. d" f ·a1 d. whei;e each comes representing but 
imme iacy o soci me ia leads me to 

b 1. h" - h h \/\'~~ad as a foreign other & yet we 
e iev..e_ t is is i ru.e;ssage t at~J es la n?i 

Uionne & Chris1ina Shaq,E 8a'ff tW1li:lfnd that has 
_vancouver to ay 

. b 
1 

h ld baplftismaj_i¥tt>1i'icized us as absent and defines us 
i can are y o wyse togethe[ i m as 

talk about rqi\\,lsl&e5ay 
excited as a girl i get to the grano doors and 

someone asks ift;his. is tbe place where yes 
ucia asl<.show 

it is we walk into a 2:rand hall into ghosts 
to be inside an 

r 

that max not.show & memories like 
archive that is 

ftlif fSpiiW~ from the past 

. lt"vine: as we do in the wake of slavery in spaces 
v10 ence seeK 

aspiration is the word 
that i arrived at 

. where we were never meant to survive or have 
JOY -1.Jionne 

been punished for surviving and for daring to 
says remember 

for keepmg &putting 
breath in the Biack ~ 
body 

in the wake 
on Blackness & being 
130 . 

h 
make .daim or make spaces of something like 

t e det:all O! tne 
freedom. we yet reimagine & transform spaces 

red' nboon m 

h 
for & practices of an ethics of care as in repair 

t e descnprion 

f 
maintenance attention an ethics of seeing & of 

o me runaway 

1 
beine: iQ the wake as consciousness as a way of 

s ave $teK JOY 
remembering & observance that started with the 

door of no return in the wake 130-131 



the clerk lives in time like this several & 

simultaneous the author lives in place & not in 

time weighted in place i am always aware 

of myself in place there is no univ.ersal me i 
this is where we speak to each otherhis is where we speak to each other 

am specific i am the criti~e of the universal 
where we see each ot~ •1« liMW"fiere we see each other where we 

we live distances apart1 't e b1ue clerk" 208 .. 
note the disiuncture from the . note tlie disJuncture from the performance 

J to be inside an 
performance spaces we live in this where each 

spaces we live in this~~ ~s comes representing but we're read as a 

comes representing buhll,,efpaira&afureign other & yet we wear our skin 
both of us scholars both black ~omen 
foreign other & yet Wvi,ffl~M:PU{ rk on l;md that has historicized us as 
we think,aboµt ..se~al vip1ence. & t 1e woman Black 
dark on land that has nist~~1zed ~tnt & defines us invisible 
bgdv &,theagirl Black.bJ><?Kr. 1lfm.AA- & patriarchy & 
a sent & tnnes us mv1si r! - · · --
the skein on our skin hotJs <IJtmndnling black 

so we breathe in words 
bodies on these uncedec\:~ai~ 

of beauty terror 
invisible mostly d "bb . 

re n on m stren,gth will 
mostly both of us scholars ooth black women 

the de~qiption ~e h9ld hands 
feeling cold even on thiwgithm¼ia11r.1¥1t ~rrio&nce & the woman Black 

the sky above the clouds B.fJl}f\£f!Yh<ew~l <ru~~%~ft \~~e1n£>~thiiarchy & 
. , . . s~lves of llS that will ta,1- e 

but its cold until we seestimla~)~ntt<Ski.n both of us ilvmg back 
. us thi;ouii:h the ni2:ht 

together bodies on these unceded 'ta.nos ~stly 
both of us scholars both -tPlack women JOY mVIsiole mosny 
we think about sexual violence & the woman Blackus aglow 

mos1ly 
body & the girl Black-bd8¥<&_qg,Wg~!!llks.h:he.r words . , 

-1ee11;cdRI e_ven oirt:ill~'-glftof a day its warm & 
the skein on our skin 1:M iM.i.ff1b..i:wrsm!HP.Y scalp & how 

tlie s aoov€W1~c1oucis are plue so we breathe in words of 
bodies on these uncerlerl bnds Wfuf>Qffi~ together _ma gran~ . 

oillTI scold unJil'we see until we Bf ~fyn terror 
invisible mostly aP.plause Dionne acknowledges ller 

togetlier strenQ"th will 
mostly words & her presence:> 

feeling cold even on this gift of a day it's warm & 

the sky above the clouds are blue 

but it's cold until we see until we're skin kin 

together 

we hold hands 

& then walk back into the 

selves of us that will 

breathe us through until 

morning 




