DivaN AcHJADI & GLEN Lowry / Fab Pac

Pacific? Fabulous! up!speaking, taunting, inquiring, our writer-artists set out to cut
across the surface of Magellan’s tabula rasa, losing and loosing selves to an undercur-
rent of history and nature, location and mobility, memory and (im)pure speculation.
Fab Pac brings together Achjadi’s visual research, drawings and prints, and Lowry’s
serial poetics, composed over a number of months. The repurposed imaginary re-sit-
uates a European Colonial fascination with the wilds, or more specifically with the
imaginary beasts of an imagined place captured in engraved manuscripts and textiles.

Taken up here, visited and revisited, the carefully constructed source imaginary
provokes a series of collaborative translations that work across media, move from
visual image to text to audio and back again. Drawing on the typographical conven-
tions of a trilingual phrase book (Dutch, English, Malay), the images and texts inflect
different voices and dialogues, mapping the labours of different and differentiated
bodies. Following the movement from hand to hand—from artist to writer, writer to
artist—the excerpt describes a larger body of work that sets in motion a movement
through which image becomes script becomes type is recopied as carefully drawn

script. Viewer and reader adrift.

97



3
=) ) J
“exekdrop for this

{

«-away 1nto of out o

same question of

\
K

A
.‘\“
NV

shadows in and o

“\\ "\‘

these are memorie
silent in our prep:
beneath the cloud
rain beneath our |

the warm kisses o
the reek of your b
sweet

hunted
and picked up

the dog settling in
our careful routin
relaxed to the foct
nearby hands, wa



of the structure

ve share
tion

ad light
‘ath

ast night
1ith or mine

ng tensile and shin

backdrop for this walking

away into or out o you

same question of frame

shadows in and owt of the structurc

these are memorics we share

silent in our preparation

beneath the cloud ; nd light
N

rain bencatheOur breath
= “‘, EN

4

sSweet

hunted

fu\ routine ;, ;

Lo,
ogthe focus =

H walking tensile and shin

1
]



colour shift
the weightof stor
don’t hold the lin

all there 1s

sun gazes trappec
of a once seamles

blinding, hunted

beast’s pores mor
dangerous, than 1
fabled horns ima
ripping asunder

*=known and unki
at the abutment ¢
clouds cooling th



edges
detween s

t the fissure
1arrative
> against

eal
‘ilustrator’s
1ng

vn worlds
whose plan afterall
norning light

colour shift
the wcight o stone c@cs
don’t hold the line between us

all there is

Sun ga‘zes 1rappccl at thc ﬁs.surc
of\ a once scamlcss narrative

Mincling, hunted up’ against

beast’s pores more real
elangcraus, than the illustrator’s
fabled horns imagining

Lipping  asunder

; nown .mcl unknown WOPIC[S

. ( abutment of whose Plau aftcrall
n e ing the morning lig}u

s




