
N1coLA HARWOOD & FRED WAH / High Muck a Muck: 
Playing Chinese 

"High Muck a Muck: Playing Chinese" is an interactive poem: both a web and an 

installation project. It can found online at highmuckamuck.ca. Our title "Playing 

Chinese" suggests the complexities of mimesis at the vortex of diaspora and glo

balism while scrutinizing the reflective nature of "playing" with dreams: is the 

gold of "Gold Mountain" perhaps shifting back to Asia? And, beyond a Chinook 

jargon, what accoutrements of hybridity have we recuperated from the contact 

zone? As artists, how can we offer some mediation between history and what has 

become an increasingly "mixed up" world? "High Muck a Muck: Playing Chinese" 

plays with the notion of fakery, of imitation, of wearing the master's clothes, and 

of a reversal of roles as white Canada now strives to serve a Chinese economic 

master. It expresses some of the internal community struggles that erupt between 

different generations and classes of immigrants and it challenges the racist par

adigm of an all-white Canada into which Asian immigrants enter but are never 

fully allowed to arrive. The project deconstructs form by using a low-tech aes

thetic within the gleam of the digital world and deconstructs subject matter by 

questioning the myth of immigration as a pathway to increased fortune and hap

piness. The journey may take you nowhere; the winnings of the game may be bit

ter. Home is now forever dispersed. The Pacific ocean is the real boss. 

The High Muck a Muck Artist Collective includes: Fred Wah, Nicola Harwood, 

Jin Zhang, Thomas Loh, Bessie Wapp, Hiromoto Ita, Patrice Leung, Phillip Djwa. 

The project was sponsored by Oxygen Art Centre in Nelson, BC and funded by 

the Columbia Kootenay Cultural Alliance, Columbia Basin Trust, The City of 

Nelson,British Columbia Arts Council, The Canada Council for the Arts, The 

Vancouver Foundation, and the Creative BC Arts Innovation Fund. 
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Painting by Tomoyo Ihaya, 
design by Nicola Harwood, 
text by Fred Wah. Pacific Rim, 
2014, ink and watercolour on 
paper, original size: 18" x 14" 
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Painting by Tomoyo Ihaya, design by Nicola Harwood, text by Fred Wah. British Columbia, 2014, 

ink and watercolour on paper, original size: 18" x 14" 
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Painting by Tomoyo Ihaya, design by Nicola Harwood, text by Fred Wah. Richmond, 2014, 

ink and watercolour on paper, original size: 18" x 14" 
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