Sylvia Legris / TWO POEMS
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markers

i
your hands are stone.

two elms cast shadows over you.

lines radiate your body, face,  cracks

circle your eyes.

.

lie on a blanket from the sally ann. [i am tracing your name
over granite]

the grass is sweet, rain  sticky under heat.

what do you see?
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what does she see?

filaments of light pierce the surface.
face streaked with sun, an
il .
you

try

to breathe
— every pore in your body blocked,
face streaked with

[gelatin silver print:

hair coiled in braids — taking bread from the oven]

your face

15



.
stone

iam chipping away
eyes, mouth, chin

— cannot remember the curve of her jaw

0.

the dates are wrong
[old polaroid:
emulsion shifting face, hands, line of her body]

how can you tell?
how can you

tell

me
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stone-dust on fingers.
she is digging

and

digging, mud

under nails

palms

damp

vil.

trace your name over granite

two elms cast shadows

my hands stone

[trace her name in dirt]
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