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ARTIST'S STATEMENT/ Cheryl Sourkes 

The premises of Genes and Genesis I Inexact Shadows are lodged in our 
culture's myths of human origin; the genetic code and its evolution, 
and the Bible story about the birth and coming of age of man and 
woman in the world's first garden. These two formulations of the 
culturally revealing Ur question represent positions drawn from both 
sides of the nature/ culture construct. The slash that divides the terms 
represents the split that lies unintegrated at the bottom of polarized 
thinking. It flags our cultural malfunction. In Genes and Genesis I 
Inexact Shadows these disassociated stories are reformulated into a 
multi-linked narrative. Codes of gender, of power, and of various 
specialized languages are brought into focus in the process. The work 
looks at the tendency which codes have to slip and mutate, and pon­
ders tbe tenacity of hierarchy as a bizarre emergent property of hu­
man collectivity. 
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EVE REMEMBERS: 
I NANNA, . ISHTAR AND PERSEPHONE. 
WERE NOT TO EAT 
EVEN ONE SEED 
OF THE POMEGRANATE. 
BUT THEY ALL DID 
AND SUFFERED 
AND BECAME WISE. 
DEMETER, 
ALSO KNOWN AS VIRGO 
THE MOTHER GODDESS, 
WITH WINGS, GRAIN 
AND HEALING CADUCEUS, 
WHO WAS RESPONSIBLE 
FOR FRUITFULNESS 
IN THE GARDEN. · 
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THE EVIDENCE OF :EVOLUTION- .INDICATES 
THAT DIVERSITY rs LIFE'S STRATtGY 

ALONGSIDE OF ADAM AND .EVE 
CREATION BRINGS FORTH 

MEN AND WOMEN Of EVERY GENDER 



ADAM , 
NAMED FOR THE SOIL 
REMEMBERS : 
GAINING . DOMINION 
OVER ALL LIVING THINGS. 
GIVING THE ANIMALS 
THEIR NAMES. 
BEING SEDUCED BY EVE. 
FEELING SHAME. 
GETTING EXPELLED 
FROM THE GARDEN. 





THE SNAKE l·N THE GARDEN 
REMEMBERS: 
BEING THE GODDESS CONSORT. 
EXCITEMENT. 
SEXUALITY. 
RAGE. 
REPTILIAN BRAIN AND SPINAL CORD. 
UMBILICUS. 
EMBRYOLOGY AND INFANCY. 
THE HELIX OF DNA. 
GUIDING SOULS. 





ONA IS A TEXT 1 WRITTEN IN AN ANCIENT LAN~LJAGE. 
COMPARATIVE SEQUENCING SUGGESTS THAT ALL LIFE IN 
THE LAST FOUR BILLION . YEARS HAS EVOLVED FROM A, 
SINGLE ANCESTRAL . FORM ANO EACH ANO EVERY LIVING CELL 
HAS CONTAINED A MUTATED VERSION OF THAT 
PROGENITOR'S DNA. 











WE REPRESENT IN ORDER TO INTERVENE 
ANID WE INTERVENE IN THE LIGHT OF REPRESENTATION 

' • ,i:at.1 f U C.A N,\ 



THE WORD AND ITS REFERENT 
CALL UP A REFLEXIVE LOOP, 

AN INFINITE REGRESS, 
AN ECHOING VALLEY, 

AND IT'S HARD TO KNOW WHERE 
THE VOLLEY BEGINS OR ENDS 



THE MORE COMPLEX THE PATTERN 

TAiAcArrccccAGCGGCGTGAGC 
. CCACGCAAGGG~CGTG 

CAAGTGGCGGCTTAT 
GAGCGCCCTGAGCC 

-~ -~-~-~ GCAAGGCTCGTGC 
~~,=-~'~GTGGCGGCTTATG 

GGCGTGAGCGA 
GGGTCGTGCC 
CCGCTTATGC 
CCTGAGCGAG 

GTCCTGCCT 
GCTTATCCC 

'TGAGCGAGA 
GTCGTGCCTG 

CTTATGCCT 
TGAGCGAGAC 

CGTGCCTCG 
TTATGCCTG 

GAGCGAGACC 
'TCGTGCCTGGC 

GCTTATGCCTGG 
,TGAGCGAG ACCA 

GTCGTGCCT.GGCT 
G CTT AT G·C C TGG A 
TC A c·cc AG AC C AG 

CGTGCCTGGCTC 
J...ATGCC T GG AC 

CC AGT 
GC T C A 

T GG ACT 
CC AGTT 
GCTC AC 
GG ACTT 

THE MORE IMPORT ANT THE SILENCES 
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