














































ARTISTS' STATEMENT 

Earthmakers speaks of the passage of time and the natural cycles of life 
and death: the continual, the interrupted, the altered, and in some 
cases, the obliterated. Through this work we hope to activate a con
sciousness of the specific forest site referred to, and thereby serve 
increased awareness of the essential part soil fauna play in the delicate 
life-cycle of the forest and Earth's ecosystem. 

This photographic bookwork is an extension of Earthmakers, a 
collaborative project that we have been working on over the last five 
years. Combined here are layered,juxtaposed and montaged images 
derived from the Earthmakers installation, with images related to the 
making of that piece. 

Earthmakers, the installation and the works evolving out of the 
project as a whole, pays homage to the approximately three and one
half million organisms that inhabit one square meter of B.C. forest 
soil. The installation, which provides the basic source for many of the 
images published here, depicts over 5,000 soil organisms (i.e., bugs, 
also referred to as soil fauna and soil animals), site specific to an old
growth forest site on Northern Vancouver Island near Port McNeil!. 
The installation is comprised of two hundred and sixteen 24" X 36" 
photo-etchings printed on thin sheets of Japanese Kozo paper. The 
prints are pinned individually on gallery walls thereby allowing them 
to move slightly from air currents generated within a gallery space. 
The organisms are portrayed through the medium of printmaking, 
and combine drawn, photographed, photocopied, and computer
generated images in the making of the transparencies for the photo
etched matrices, making various levels of mediation in their presenta
tion subtly evident. 

The installation also includes a modular collage made of recycled 
forest products that refers to the litter layer of the forest floor from 
and beneath which the soil organisms originate. It is comprised of 
twenty-five 31" X 31" units that may be arranged in different configu-
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