
Like the rain-spattered pages of a Romance novel left behind on a holiday 
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he had seen that fac;:ade impress itself on his own face and had turned away 
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audible scream issued from an unknown throat. All that summer his own 
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often felt parchment dry. With nothing but the unillumined images of his own 
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and read a seraphic passage that told how all the tears shed in the name of 
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other and as often as not nodded off with the unknit slipper on her lap. They 
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'faces' and they recounted all the kindred and alien time-warps. Each summer 
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in her obits she would cite how each of them passed their presciences onto 
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simply sit and knit she would finish a vest for a son or a pair of slippers for a 
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daughter, and when she felt like talking she invariabl.y talked about all the 
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family ties they had on both sides of the pacific, and though she never 
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to add to the tally of their summer days they sat and watched television: One 
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night it would be The Bill Cosby Show, another night Rashomon. And all 
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morning, just before he got up, he wondered if her eyes would gleam the 
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took another long look at all the old photos they had perused together: Except 
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for the minute accretion of dust laving every photo, all the stories surrounding 
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foretell what the post-war years had in store for them. Each summer they 
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peeled away layers of dross and became more and more their essential 
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how all that had befallen her in a country too vast to imagine let alone put a 
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look in on her . . . if it hadn't been for her intermittent breathing, the sheer 
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they will never wake up. Others like her close their eyes one night and die 
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into their longest sleep. Take care of yourself - I'll phone as soon as I'm safely 
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wheeled her through the check-point, his broken syntax collapsed into the 
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the unflappable gulls on top of asphalt roofs high above the guerilla alley cats 
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prowling the runneled asphalt, all t~e flagrant back-alley garbage pickers, the 
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taking their early morning promenade in the Sunday morning school yard , all 
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the cruise ships flat-bed freighters rusty russian trawlers, all the yankee dread
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noughts at anchor off ballantyne pier, all the protean artists hatching their eko-
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glamour of our paltry urban desires, all the phases of the moon inflecting the 
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lie unbidden under the photographer's black cloth. While he was printing the 
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narrative, their prefigurements disclosed the unspoken symbiosis between 
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each thing and its facsimile: It all had something inexplicable to do with 
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--~- cutting capers on the Fall air and the last year of his idiosyncratic pedagogy 
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already lofted, he had a hunch that the gift of sight simply augmented all the 
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ripe pears his once-upon-a-time 'pear tree' yielded each summer, without stint. 
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the first rain in weeks came through the open window and laved his eyelids. 
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