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RECENT DOCTORAL RESEARCH 

Doctoral Dissertations by College of The Bahamas 
Faculty or About The Bahamas, 2008-2012 

Berthamae L. Walker1 
The College of The Bahamas 

INTRODUCTION 

It has been four years since the International Journal of Bahamian Studies last published a 
compilation of doctoral dissertations written by College of the Bahamas faculty or dissertations 
by scholars worldwide with content relevant to Bahamian studies. 

This year the list includes 51 doctoral dissertations completed between 2008 and 2012, of which 
24% are by COB faculty – they have been highlighted.  As the College approaches its 40th 
anniversary, 37% of its faculty now have doctoral-level education.  This represents a level of 
maturity of the institution as it prepares to move from college to university status.  Having 
faculty with the highest level of academic achievement allows the institution to offer degrees at 
the Master’s level or higher. 

Many universities are including their students’ dissertations in the institutional digital repository, 
thereby making the full text of these dissertations freely available online.  Where possible, the 
hyperlink to the online dissertation has been provided as part of the entry.  In the event there is 
no university digital repository, then information about those theses that are available through 
Dissertations Abstracts International is provided. 

The College of The Bahamas Library is digitizing pre-electronic age dissertations by Bahamian 
scholars and making them available via the Digital Library of the Caribbean 
(http://www.dloc.org).  This pan-Caribbean repository of resources provides access to a wide 
variety of materials – from scholarly works, to newspapers and books to posters and ephemera 
(such as tourist brochures) of historic interest.  The COB Library is a full member of the Digital 
Library of the Caribbean and has been contributing materials to build a corpus of Bahamian 
digitized materials.  All Bahamian items available through Digital Library of the Caribbean may 
also be accessed through the online catalogue of The College of The Bahamas along with any 
discovery tools that the library subscribes to. 

We apologize for errors or omissions, and will endeavour to correct them in the next volume of 
the IJBS.   
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2012 
Adderley, T. E. (2012). Bahamian men's sexual risks for HIV infection. (Doctoral dissertation, Florida 

International University). http://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/etd/576 

Gonzalez, B. C. (2012). Novel bacterial diversity in an anchialine blue hole on Abaco Island, Bahamas. 
(Doctoral dissertation, Texas A&M University, College Station).  http://
hdl.handle.net/1969.1/ETD-TAMU-2010-12-8614 

Martin, N. P. (2012). I’se a man: The 1942 riot as an attack on Bay Street: Discrimination and injustice 
in the Bahamas. (Doctoral dissertation, George Mason University). 
http://digilib.gmu.edu:8080/dspace/bitstream/1920/7866/1/MartinNona_dissertation_2012.pdf 

Martinez-Habibe, M. (2012). Systematics, biogeography and leaf anatomy and architecture of bursera 
subgen. bursera (burseraceae) in the Greater Antilles and the Bahamas. (Doctoral dissertation, 
Claremont Graduate University). http://scholarship.claremont.edu/cgu_etd/49  

Richey-Abbey, L. R. (2012). Bush medicine in the Family Islands: The medical ethnobotany of Cat Island 
and Long Island, Bahamas. (Doctoral dissertation, Miami University).  http://
etd.ohiolink.edu/view.cgi?acc_num=miami1335445242 

Rolle, J. D. (2012). The impact of teachaer integrating constructivist strategies on students’ mathematics 
problem solving skills in elementary schools. (Doctoral dissertation, Walden University). 
Available from Proquest Dissertations and Theses database. (UMI No. 3512573) 

2011 
Albins, M. A. (2011). Effects of the invasive Pacific Red Lionfish Pterois Volitans on native Atlantic 

coral-reef fish communities. (Doctoral dissertation, Oregon State University).  http://
hdl.handle.net/1957/24859 

Bate, E. K. (2011) Ceramic technology and Spanish contact: Analysis of artifacts from the Long Bay Site, 
San Salvador Island, The Bahamas. (Doctoral dissertation, Indiana University). Available from 
Proquest Dissertations and Theses database. (UMI No. 3488031) 

Bethel, J. M. (2011). The educational attainment of black Bahamian women from low socio-economic 
environments. (Doctoral dissertation, Barry University). 

Chmara-Huff, F. P. (2011). Marine protected areas and the territorialization of the oceans in the Exumas, 
Bahamas. (Doctoral dissertation, Ohio State University). Available from Proquest Dissertations 
and Theses database. (UMI No. 3493457) 

Cleare, N. R. (2011). Bahamian students' experiences with mathematics in American universities and 
colleges. (Doctoral dissertation, Stanford University).  http://purl.stanford.edu/br197cx8820 

Curry, C. E. M. (2011). Liberty extended, liberty denied: The black Loyalist quest for freedom in the 
Bahamas. (Doctoral dissertation, University of Connecticut). Available from Proquest 
Dissertations and Theses database. (UMI No. 3464334) 
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Curtis, S. E. (2011). A health empowerment theory approach to pregnant adolescents 18 and 19 years of 
age in the Bahamas. (Doctoral dissertation, University of Miami).  http://
scholarlyrepository.miami.edu/oa_dissertations/619  

Demissie, D. H. (2011). Investigating users' acceptance of a learning community management system 
(LCMS) in the Commonwealth of the Bahamas: The unified theory of acceptance and use of 
technology (UTAUT) framework approach. (Doctoral dissertation, State University of New York 
at Albany).  

Hall-Campbell, N. F. (2011). Culture in context: A mixed methods exploration of school climate and 
culturally relevant pedagogy beliefs in Bahamian secondary education. (Doctoral dissertation, 
North Carolina State University). http://www.lib.ncsu.edu/resolver/1840.16/6907 

Hammerschlag-Peyer, C. M. (2011). The influence of body size on the ecology of coastal fish predators in 
the Bahamas. (Doctoral dissertation, Florida International University).  http://
digitalcommons.fiu.edu/etd/502/ 

Mobley, I. G. (2011). Factors of knowledge, attitude and spirituality as predictors of breast cancer 
screening practices in Bahamian women. (Doctoral dissertation, Barry University). 

Pinder, R. A. (2011). Adult learners' understandings and expectations of literacy and their impact on 
participation in adult literacy programs. (Doctoral dissertation, University of Michigan). 
Available from Proquest Dissertations and Theses database. (UMI No. 3459078) 

Price, M. R. (2011). Behavioral ecology, taxonomy, and conservation genetics of the Bahama oriole 
(Icterus Northropi). (Doctoral dissertation, Loma Linda University). Available from Proquest 
Dissertations and Theses database. (UMI No. 3465675) 

Simms, T. M. (2011). The peopling of the Bahamas: A phylogeographical perspective. (Doctoral 
dissertation, Florida International University.  http://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/etd/408 

Stubbs, P. A. (2011). St. Michael’s Methodist church spirituality and strategic planning: A 
congregation’s movement into (increased) wholeness. (Doctoral dissertation, Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary). Available from Proquest Dissertations and Theses database. (UMI No. 
3457740) 

Thompson, T. L. (2011). The ground of empowerment: W. E. B. DuBois and the vision of Africa’s past. 
(Doctoral dissertation, University of Toronto). 

Williams, E. J. (2011). The influence of knowledge and self-efficacy on Bahamian women's adherence to 
a hypertensive medication regime. (Doctoral dissertation, Barry University). 

Woodside-Oriakhi, M. (2011). Portfolio optimisation with transaction cost. (Doctoral dissertation, Brunel 
University). http://bura.brunel.ac.uk/bitstream/2438/5839/1/FulltextThesis.pdf 

2010 
Christie, K. C. (2010). A survey of patients with substance use disorders at government treatment 

facilities in the Bahamas. (Doctoral dissertation, University of the West Indies, Bahamas 
Campus). 
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Cushion, N. M. (2010) Growth, reproductive life-history traits and energy allocation in Epinephelus 
Guttatus (Red Hind), E. Striatus (Nassau Grouper), and Mycteroperca Venenosa (Yellowfin 
Grouper) (Family Serranidae, Subfamily Epinephelinae). (Doctoral dissertation, University 
of Miami). http://etd.library.miami.edu/theses/available/etd-05112010-181019/ 

Dames, T. L. (2010). The historical development of tertiary education in the Bahamas: The College of the 
Bahamas, past, present, and future. (Doctoral dissertation, University of North Texas). http://
digital.library.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metadc28409 

David, J. C. (2010). Dunmore's new world: Political culture in the British Empire, 1745-1796. (Doctoral 
dissertation, College of William and Mary). Available from Proquest Dissertations and Theses 
database. (UMI No. 3420974) 

Day, J. S. (2010). Preacher's Cave : Developing a national heritage tourism site in Eleuthera, Bahamas. 
(Doctoral dissertation, Florida Atlantic University). Available from Proquest Dissertations and 
Theses database. (UMI No. 3405541) 

Holden, G. L. (2010). Free energy changes in water clusters. (Doctoral dissertation, University of Rhode 
Island). Available from Proquest Dissertations and Theses database. (UMI No. 3451835) 

Jupp, H. L. (2010). An exploration into the challenges of women's leadership of colleges in the Bahamas: 
Empowering as we ascend. (Doctoral dissertation, St. Thomas University). 

LaVine, H. L. (2010). Paradoxes of particularity: Caribbean literary imaginaries. (Doctoral dissertation, 
University of Iowa). http://ir.uiowa.edu/etd/695 

Moore, A. M. (2010). Life in the living laboratory: An anthropological investigation of environmental 
science, tourism, and design in the contemporary Bahamas. (Doctoral dissertation, University of 
California at Berkeley). 
http://digitalassets.lib.berkeley.edu/etd/ucb/text/Moore_berkeley_0028E_10610.pdf 

Moss-Knight, T. C. (2010). Experiences of pregnancy among adolescents in The Bahamas: A qualitative 
approach. (Doctoral dissertation, Howard University). Available from Proquest Dissertations and 
Theses database. (UMI No. 3449536) 

Mowasha, J. W. (2010). The experience of living with HIV/AIDS in the Bahamas: A qualitative study. 
(Doctoral dissertation, Wright State University). 

Taylor-Stoval, E. (2010). Globalization, technology, and education in the Bahamas: Differences in 
outcome measures of students trained in traditional and online settings. (Doctoral dissertation, 
Alliant International University, San Diego). 

Wisdom, S. L. (2010). How a science methods course may influence the curriculum decisions of 
preservice teachers in the Bahamas. (Doctoral dissertation, Kent State University). Retrieved 
from http://rave.ohiolink.edu/etdc/view?acc%5Fnum=kent1279591543 

2009 
Davis, T. A. (2009). Barriers to postsecondary education as perceived by seniors enrolled in public high 

schools in Nassau, Bahamas. (Doctoral dissertation, Oral Roberts University). Available from 
Proquest Dissertations and Theses database. (UMI No. 3429035) 
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Dillett, J. B. (2009). Prevalence of mental and personality disorders in male prisoners convicted of 
murder/manslaughter. (Doctoral dissertation, University of the West Indies, Bahamas Campus). 

Seymour, K. C. N. (2009). Dis how it does go: The organisation of imperfective aspect in urban 
Bahamian creole English. (Doctoral dissertation, New York University). 

Stubbs, S. (2009). Attitudes of general education teachers in grades one through six toward inclusion in 
New Providence, Bahamas. (Doctoral dissertation, George Washington University). Available 
from Proquest Dissertations and Theses database. (UMI No. 3339234) 

Walkine, J. F. L. (2009). Investigating the cultural identity of the Bahamas through a study of Bahamian 
primary education. (Doctoral dissertation, Baylor University). Retrieved from 
http://hdl.handle.net/2104/5539  

Rolle-Cargill, D. (2009). An exploratory study on the impact of social and economic risk factors on the 
lives of persons living and working with HIV/AIDS in the Bahamas. (Doctoral dissertation, Clark 
Atlanta University). Retrieved from http://digitalcommons.auctr.edu/dissertations/77/ 

2008 
Chisholm-Hanna, S. S. (2008). Variables that predict nurses' intent to stay in the nursing workforce in the 

Bahamas. (Doctoral dissertation, Barry University). 

Elliott, M. D. (2008). Investigation of the inter-correlations among standardized written and 
performance-based assessments of measurement content knowledge among third grade 
English language learners. (Doctoral dissertation, University of Miami.  
http://scholarlyrepository.miami.edu/oa_dissertations/148 

Hepburn, E. S. T. (2008). Agritourism as a viable strategy for economic diversification A case study 
analysis of policy options for the Bahamas. (Doctoral dissertation, Clemson University. Available 
from Proquest Dissertations and Theses database. (UMI No. 3344266) 

Hughey, E. P. (2008). A longitudinal study: The impact of a comprehensive emergency management 
system on disaster response in the Commonwealth of the Bahamas. (Doctoral dissertation, 
University of South Florida). Retrieved from http://purl.fcla.edu/usf/dc/et/SFE0002743 

James, E. M. (2008). Re-worlding a world: Caribbean art in the global imaginary. (Doctoral dissertation, 
Duke University). Available from Proquest Dissertations and Theses database. (UMI No. 
3383513) 

Langerhans, R. B. (2008). Predation and evolutionary diversification in Gambusia fishes. (Doctoral 
dissertation, Harvard University. Available from Proquest Dissertations and Theses database. 
(UMI No. 3312428) 

Louis, B. M. (2008). Protestant or Christian: Symbolic boundaries and long-distance nationalism among 
Protestant Haitians in Nassau, Bahamas. (Doctoral dissertation, Washington University). 
Available from Proquest Dissertations and Theses database. (UMI No. 3332112)  

Osman, A. D. (2008). Effects of age, gender, and job level on job satisfaction of public service employees 
in the Bahamas. (Doctoral dissertation, Nova Southeastern University). Available from Proquest 
Dissertations and Theses database. (UMI No. 3325516) 
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