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The h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Montreal  Jewish P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  f a l l s  i n t o  two 
p a r t s .  The f i r s t  has  t o  do w i t h  t h e  s e v e r a l  a t t e m p t s  t o  found t h e  L i b r a r y ,  
t h e  f i n a l  s u c c e s s f u l  achievement o f  t h i s  g o a l  and t h e  L i b r a r y ' s  subsequent  
h i s t o r y .  The second concerns  t h e  g r a d u a l ,  a lmos t  a c c i d e n t a l ,  accumulat ion 
o f  a r c h i v e s  which n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h e  L i b r a r y  Board ' s  r e c e n t  d e c i s i o n  t o  in -  
a u g u r a t e  a n  a r c h i v e s  program. T h i s  program, p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  planned and 
a d m i n i s t e r e d ,  w i l l  pe rmi t  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  L i b r a r y ' s  a r c h i v e s  w l t h i n  
an o v e r a l l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  a f u t u r e  Jewish Community Archives Program. 

The Jewish P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  o f f i c i a l l y  opened i t s  doors  on March 3,  
1912 . l  This  o c c a s i o n  r e p r e s e n t e d  a  double achievemenl;  it was t h e  f i n a l ,  
s u c c e s s f u l  e f f o r t  t o  found such  a n  institution and t h e  v i s i b l e  embodiment 
of  a  long-cher i s h e d  t r a d i t i o n  which t h e  L i b r a r y  ' s founders  had brought  
w i t h  them from e a s t e r n  Europe. 

During t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  emancipat ion o f  t h e  Jews i n  C e n t r a l  
Europe sparked  a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  ferment  which moved s lowly  eas tward ,  and 
t h e  Folk B i b l i o t h e k  and t h e  Folk U n i v e r s i t a e t  were two o f  i t s  mani fes ta -  
t i o n s . =  The l i b r a r i e s ,  which were s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  Mechanics ' I n s t i t u t e s  
of  England and A m e r i ~ a , ~  s e r v e d  t h e  community i n  many ways, f o r  t h e y  pro- 
v ided  n o t  o n l y  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  b u t  a d u l t  e d u c a t i o n  programmes a s  w e l l .  

The y e a r s  1871 t o  1911 were a  peak p e r i o d  o f  Jewish immigrat ion t o  
Canada and t h e  Uni ted  ~ t a t e s , ~  a  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  p e r s e c u t i o n s  and 
pogroms o f  Russ ia ,  Poland and t h e  Balkan c o u n t r i e s . 5  These e a s t e r n  
European Jews, warmly emot iona l  and Yiddish speaking,  belonged t o  t h e  
Ashkenazi o r  e a s t e r n  branch  o f  Jewry; t h e i r  c u l t u r e  was a  f o l k  c u l t u r e  
based on a  c l o s e l y - k n i t  community. 

The e a r l i e s t  Jewish s e t t l e r s ,  who had a r r i v e d  i n  Quebec d u r i n g  t h e  
17601s ,  fol lowed t h e  Sephard ic  t r a d i t i o n .  T h i s  t r a d i t i o n ,  emanat ing from 
Spa in  and P o r t u g a l ,  had moved v i a  Holland and England t o  North America 
and d i f f e r e d  markedly from t h e  Ashkenazic custom.7 The Sephard ic  Jews 
spoke t h e  language of  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  which t h e y  l i v e d  and took  a n  a c t i v e  
p a r t  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  l i f e  o f  t h e i r  c o m m ~ n i t i e s . ~  Their  synagogue s e r v i c e s  
and s a c r e d  music, which fo l lowed t h e  p a t t e r n  s e t  i n  p r e - I n q u i s i t i o n  Spa in ,  
were more formal  a s  was t h e i r  mode o f  behaviour .  Thus, when t h e  e a s t e r n  
European Jews immigrated t o  Canada a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  and t h e  
beg inn ing  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s .  t h e y  found none o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  
and i n s t i t u t i o n s  f a m i l i a r  t o  them. I n  many c a s e s ,  t h e  men came t o  Canada 
long  b e f o r e  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  working t o  s a v e  t h e  f a m i l y  passage money from 
t h e i r  meagre e a r n i n g s  a s  Hebrew t e a c h e r s ,  p e d l a r s ,  o r  workers  i n  t h e  
c l o t h i n g  t r a d e .  These men, l i v i n g  i n  c o n s t r i c t e d  economic c i rcumstances ,  
f e l t  keen ly  t h e  l a c k  o f  menta l  s t i m u l a t i o n  which t h e  Folk L i b r a r y  had 
prov ided .  Eventua l ly ,  t h e  Jewish p u b l i c  L i b r a r y  was t o  p rov ide  such an 
i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  t h i s   idd dish-speaking p o p u l a t i o n .  

A s  e a r l y  a s  1888, a  Hebrew l i b r a r y  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Montreal .  T h i s  



v e n t u r e  was s h o r t - l i v e d ,  b u t  was fol lowed by t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  founding,  i n  
1900, o f  two s m a l l  l i b r a r i e s ;  one by t h e  Z i o n i s t  Organiza t ion ,  t h e  o t h e r  
by t h e  Baron de  Hi rsch  I n s t i t u t e .  Both l i b r a r i e s  were o n l y  open d u r i n g  
t h e  day and d i d  n o t  meet t h e  needs o f  t h e  working p o p u l a t i o n .  

I n  1903, a  s m a l l  d i s c u s s i o n  and r e a d i n g  c i r c l e  was formed by a  number 
o f  young men,9 members of  t h e  ~ o r s h a i  Zion ~ r o u ~ . l O  Because o f  cramped 
q u a r t e r s ,  t h e y  brought  r e a d i n g  m a t e r i a l  from t h e i r  homes t o  each meet ing,  
c a r r y i n g  t h e  books and pamphlets  back a g a i n  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  evening.  One 
youth l a t e r  donated twelve d o l l a r s ,  h i s  week's  s a l a r y ,  t o  purchase  a  book- 
c a s e .  Subsequently,  t h i s  group moved t o  l a r g e r  q u a r t e r s ,  b u t  d i s s o l v e d  
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  l a t e r  and tk books were s t o r e d  i n  t h e  home o f  a  former 
member. 

The Paole Zion O r g a n i z a t ~ o n l l  a l s o  had e s t a b l i s h e d  a  l i b r a r y  i n  1903 
which, w i t h i n  a  few y e a r s ,  had outgrown i t s  premises .  I n  1912 t h i s  Organ- 
i z a t i o n  c a l l e d  a  convent ion  o f  t h e  Jewish Labour Assoc ia t ions , i2  many o f  
which were t h e  Canadian o f f s h o o t s  o f  European o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and, t h e r e f o r e ,  
concerned no t  o n l y  w i t h  t h e  working c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  members b u t  w i t h  
a d u l t  e d u c a t i o n  a s  w e l l .  I t  was t h i s  common i n t e r e s t  t h a t  prompted t h e  
c o n v e n t i o n ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  Jewish P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  " f o r  t h e  advan- 
cement o f  Jewish l e a r n i n g  and o f  Yiddish  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r "  .I3 

Thus t h e  combined l i b r a r i e s  o f  t h e  Pao le  Zion and Dorshai  Zion Groups 
formed t h e  nuc leus  o f  t h e  L i b r a r y ,  t o  which l a t e r  was added t h e  l i b r a r y  o f  
t h e  Baron de Hi rsch  1 n s t i t u t e . 1 4  On March 3, 1912, t h e  L i b r a r y  f i r s t  
opened i t s  doors ,  i t s  f i r s t  l o c a t i o n ,  a  r e n t e d  s t o r e .  I t  was soon appar-  
e n t ,  however, t h a t  t h e  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  l abour  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were 
i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s u p p o r t  i t ,  and t h e  L i b r a r y  was c l o s e d  t e m p o r a r i l y  u n t i l  
f i r m e r  f i n a n c i a l  founda t ions  cou ld  be l a i d .  

I n  May, 1914, t h e  L i b r a r y  re-opened. A t  t h i s  t ime ,  t h e  t o t a l  number 
o f  volumes amounted t o  f o u r  hundred f o r t y - n i n e  .15 During t h e  nex t  twelve 
months, a  Book Drive garnered  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  t h r e e  hundred books which, 
w i t h  o t h e r  dona t ions  and purchases ,  r a i s e d  t h e  number o f  volumes t o  f i f -  
t e e n  hundred f o r t y .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  books were w r i t t e n  i n  Yiddish,  
t h e  remainder  i n  Engl i sh ,  French,  Russ ian  and Hebrew. Books i n  Yiddish  
predominated u n t i l  t h e  mid-1930's. S i n c e  t h e n ,  t h e  percen tage  h a s  d e c l i n -  
e d  t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  p r o p o r t i o n  of  approximate ly  one t h i r d  o f  t h e  ~ i b r a r y ' s  
c o n t e n t .  I n  1914, d e s p i t e  i t s  l i m i t e d  funds ,  t h e  L i b r a r y  made i t s  f i r s t  
purchase  o f  o l d  and r a r e  Hebrew books, a n  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  i t s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  
t o  encompass a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  ~ e w i s h  c u l t u r e .  

I n  1914, t o o ,  t h e  L i b r a r y  i n a u g u r a t e d  a  program o f  l e c t u r e s  and l i t e r -  
a r y  e v e n t s ,  a t  which b o t h  Engl i sh  and  idd dish-speaking Jewish s c h o l a r s ,  
a u t h o r s  and p o e t s  were t h e  l e c t u r e r s .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  programs were 
i n  Yiddish  and t h e  g u e s t s  inc luded  B. J. Sack,  a u t h o r  o f  "The H i s t o r y  o f  
t h e  Jews i n  Canada',  Maurice Samuel and I r v i n g  Layton. This program con- 
t i n u e d ,  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  L i b r a r y ' s  p o l i c y ,  and today  t h e  many au to-  
graphed works o f  t h e s e  l e c t u r e r s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  L i b r a r y  purchases ,  form 
t h e  L i b r a r y ' s  renowned c o l l e c t i o n  o f  Yiddish  m a t e r i a l .  Few such  s i g n i f i -  
c a n t  c o l l e c t i o n s  a r e  e x t a n t  today  because of  t h e  almost  t o t a l  d e s t r u c t i o n  
o f  Yiddish w r i t i n g s  i n  Nazi Europe. 

The importance o f  Yiddish l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  L i b r a r y  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  a  
l e t t e r  d a t e d  1919 from t h e  Yiddish  p o e t ,  Morr i s  Rosenfeld,  who was s e v e r a l  
t i m e s  a  g u e s t  speaker  a t  t h e  L i b r a r y .  "I have r e c e i v e d  . . .y  our  Four th  and 



F i f t h  Annual Report ... it has  t r u l y  su rp r i s ed  me. I f  youthink t h e  i m m i -  
g r an t  Jews of New York who speak and r ead  Yiddish possess anything i n  t h e  
na ture  of  your f o l k ' s  b ib l io thek ,  you a r e  i n  e r r o r ,  f o r  they do not".  
This quota t ion  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  a l r eady  achieved by the  Jewish 
public Library  a s  a  suppor ter  of Yiddish l i t e r a t u r e ,  a  p o s i t i o n  s t i l l  
maintained. 

Although unce r t a in  f i nances  were always a  problem, t h e  ~ i b r a r y  c a r r i e d  
on succes s fu l ly  u n t i l  1923. I n  t h a t  year ,  t h e  Library  was faced once 
again  w i th  what appeared t o  be an insurmountable f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s .  The 
holder of t he  mortgage on t h e  r e c e n t l y  purchased Library  bu i ld ing  had 
entered  a  fo rec losu re  no t i ce ;  t h e r e  was no money t o  pay coa l  o r  e l e c t r i c i t y  
b i l l s ;  once more t h e  Library  s tood i n  imminent danger of  being forced  t o  
c lose .  A t  t h e  l a s t  moment, t h e  d i r e c t o r  and two of  t h e  L ib ra ry ' s  suppor- 
t e r s  managed t o  e n l i s t  t h e  a i d  o f  s e v e r a l  bus iness  men - and t h e  Library  
was a b l e  t o  continue.  

The L ib ra ry ' s  guid ing  p r i n c i p l e  has been t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  f u l l y  i n  any 
community cause. Between t h e  years  1915 - 1945, t h e  Jewish Publ ic  L ib ra ry  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Z ion i s t  Assembly; s en t  de l ega t e s  t o  t h e  meetings from 
which evolved t h e  Canadian Jewish Congress; cooperated wi th  t he  ~ e w i s h  
immigrant Aid Socie ty  t o  implement immigration programs and inaugurated 
a  Jewish Book Exhibi t ion ,  a  j o i n t  p r o j e c t  of t h e  Library ,  t h e  Canadian 
Jewish Congress and t h e  Young Men's Hebrew Associat ion,  and now an  annual  
event .  I n  add i t i on ,  during world War 11, t h e  Library  provided books t o  t h e  
Jewish inmates of internment camps i n  canada.16 

Two community s e r v i c e s  o r i g i n a t e d  by t h e  Library  a r e  t h e  p rov i s ion  of 
small  l i b r a r i e s  t o  c h i l d r e n ' s  summer camps, and t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  of  books 
t o  h o s p i t a l  p a t i e n t s .  Today, a  f u r t h e r  s e rv i ce  i s  provided by t h e  branch 
l i b r a r i e s  which a r e  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h r e e  Montreal suburbs.17 Another program 
i n i t i a t e d  by t h e  Library  was a  weekly schedule of recorded c l a s s i c a l  music 
and f o r  e i g h t  years ,  q u a r t e r s  f o r  a  drama school and t h e a t r e  group were 
provided I n  t h e  Library  bui ld ing .  l8 

The need t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  s epa ra t e  Chi ldren ' s  Sec t ion  was recognized a s  
e a r l y  a s  1927, bu t  t h e  Library  was unable t o  r e a l i z e  t h i s  p l an  u n t i l  1951. 
I n  March of t h a t  year ,  a  Ch i ld ren ' s  Library  was organized,  occupying i t s  
own q u a r t e r s  i n  t h e  Library  bui ld ing .  Regular s t o r y  hours, he ld  i n  Engl- 
i s h  and Yiddish, formed a  p a r t  of t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  program, from which 
evolved t h e  present-day Ch i ld ren ' s  Theatre Group, one of t h e  few Yiddish 
t h e a t r e  groups f o r  young people. 

When r e c o n s t i t u t e d  i n  1914, t h e  Library  Charter  s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  a  
People 's  u n i v e r s i t y  should be organized and conducted under Library  aus- 
pices.19 This new department was e s t ab l i shed  by t h e  1915-1916 season,  
and courses i n  languages, economics and h i s t o r y  were given f o r  a monthly 
f e e  of one d o l l a r .  A l l  c l a s s e s  were he ld  i n  t h e  evening i n  rooms loaned 
by a  nearby P ro t e s t an t  school.  Severa l  years  l a t e r ,  t h i s  program was d i s -  
continued and it was not  rev ived  u n t i l  1940, when t h e  Library  was a b l e  t o  
provide i t s  own accommodation. A t  t h i s  time, a  d i r e c t o r  was appointed 
and courses were given i n  Jewish His tory ,  Yiddish and world His tory ,  a t  
a  charge of twenty-five c e n t s  a  l e c t u r e . 2 0  The f e e s  covered t h e  l e c t u r e r ' s  
expenses and t h e  Library  pa id  t h e  admin i s t r a t i on  cos t s .  I n  1954, wi th  t h e  
exception of Yiddish, t h e  language c l a s s e s  were discontinued s ince  t hese  
were a v a i l a b l e  elsewhere, and t h e  L i b r a r y ' s  primary concern was ~ e w i s h  
cu l tu re .  I n  1966, a l l  courses were ended. 



The years  fo l lowing world War I1 saw t h e  Library  reach  a  long-desired 
goa l ,  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of i t s  own bui ld ing .  A s i t e  was purchased and t h e  
f i r s t  of  a  s e r i e s  of  bu i ld ing  campaigns was launched. The t o t a l  c o s t  
amounted t o  t h r e e  hundred thousand d o l l a r s ,  an immense sum t o  be r a i s e d  
from suppor ters  of  modest incomes. A t  one p o i n t ,  cons t ruc t ion  was tem- 
p o r a r i l y  h a l t e d  f o r  l ack  of funds,  b u t  t h e  bu i ld ing  was f i n a l l y  completed 
i n  June, 1953, and formally opened t h e  fo l lowing October. 

The Library  now possessed a  Yiddish s e c t i o n  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r epu te ,  
and a  Hebrew c o l l e c t i o n  which included o l d  and r a r e  volumes a s  we l l  a s  
works of  modern scho la r s .  21 The Engl ish  s e c t i o n  contained books concern- 
ing  ma t t e r s  of  p a r t i c u l a r  Jewish i n t e r e s t  i n  add i t i on  t o  those  f o r  gene ra l  
c i r c u l a t i o n ,  of a  l e s s  spec i a l i zed  na ture .  The Chi ldren ' s  Library  formed 
a  s epa ra t e  d iv i s ion ,  t he  books again  being d iv ided  i n t o  Yiddish and English 
s ec t ions .  

I n  t h i s  new bui ld ing ,  t h e  Library  enjoyed i t s  p o s i t i o n  a s  a  c u l t u r a l  
cen t r e  f o r  a  number of years ,  but  by 1960, t h e  Jewish popula t ion  had 
l a r g e l y  moved i n t o  t h e  suburbs; and so ,  i n  order  t o  r e t a i n  i t s  c e n t r a l  
pos i t i on ,  t h e  Library  so ld  i t s  bu i ld ing  t o  t h e  ~ i b l i o t h e ~ u e  Nationale de 
Quebec and moved west ,  t o  occupy r en t ed  q u a r t e r s  once again.  

Since 1950, many of  t h e  Jewish community s e rv i ces  have un i t ed  t o  
r a i s e  t h e i r  funds through t h e  combined Jewish Appeal, now adminu te red  by 
t h e  A l l i e d  Jewish Community Services .  Today, g r a n t s  from t h e  Province of  
Quebec and t h e  Ci ty  of  Montreal and money rece ived  from t h e  A l l i ed  Jewish 
Community Services  have ended t h e  f i n a n c i a l  i n s e c u r i t y  of t h e  p a s t ,  and 
t h e  Jewish Publ ic  Library  p re sen t ly  looks  forward t o  the  cons t ruc t ion  of  

. i t s  second bu i ld ing  and t o  a  f u r t h e r  expansion of  i t s  se rv i ce  t o  t h e  
community. 

ARCHIVES 

The Jewish Publ ic  L ib ra ry ' s  Act of Incorpora t ion  d id  not  mention 
a r ch ives ,  nor were they  mentioned i n  t h e  Amended Charter  of 1919. I t  i s  
on ly  i n  t h e  Supplementary L e t t e r s  Pa tent  of 1951 t h a t  t h e  L ib ra ry ' s  hold- 
ings  a r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  noted, and then  a s  an a l r eady  acquired body of 
material----the Corporat ion now possesses  va luable  o l d  books, manuscripts  
and a rch ives .  

Though so  l a t e  i n  being l e g a l l y  documented, t h e  Library  was always 
conscious of i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  acqu i r e  and preserve  ma te r i a l  concern- 
i ng  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  Canadian Jewish community. I m p l i c i t  i n  t h i s  
o b l i g a t i o n  was t h e  neces s i t y  t o  make t h i s  ma te r i a l  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  s tu -  
dent  and t h e  r e sea rch  worker. These holdings inc lude  papers which ante-  
d a t e  t h e  formal incorpora t ion  of  t h e  Jewish Publ ic  Library ;  t h e  personal  
l i b r a r y  and papers of t h e  l a t e  Reuben   rain in,^^ a  legacy from i t s  f i r s t  
p r e s iden t ;  t h e  papers of t h e  Montreal Yiddish poet ,  J. I .  Segal ,  donated 
t o  the  L ib ra ry  archives  by h i s  family;  much o r i g i n a l  source ma te r i a l  
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  well-known t o  t h e  Jewish community, both p a s t  
and p re sen t .  These papers,  i n  both Engl ish  and Yiddish, together  wi th  
many documents r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  var ious  c h a r i t a b l e  organiza t ions  and syna- 
gogues of  Montreal, form t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  L ib ra ry ' s  a rchives .  

Source ma te r i a l  of  much value,  which o therwise  would have been l o s t  
t o  t h e  community, has been accumulated i n  t h i s  way. As was the  p r a c t i c e  



i n  o the r  Library  departments, t h e  knowledge and experience needed t o  ca r ry  
ou t  such an a r ch ives  program was sought from among t h e  Library  members and 
from i t s  Di rec to r .  However, no d e f i n i t e  Archives Pol icy  was formulated 
and, a s  a  r e s u l t ,  m a t e r i a l  was acqui red  i n  a haphazard f a sh ion  o r  "col lec-  
t ed"  i n  t h e  form o f  i nd iv idua l  i tems.  over t he  p a s t  few years ,  i t  had 
become inc reas ing ly  apparent  t o  t h e  Board and Archives Committee of  t h e  
Jewish Publ ic  Library  t h a t  such an approach no longer met t h e  requirements 
of  a  community i nc reas ing ly  aware of  i t s  p a s t .  

I n  1967, t h e  Archives Committee was reques ted  t o  d r a f t  an a r ch ives  
management po l i cy  and t o  begin  t h e  t a s k  of  access ioning  and s o r t i n g  a 
l a r g e  backlog of ma te r i a l .  This work, now begun, is  be ing  supervised  by 
two committee members who have a working knowledge of a r c h i v a l  procedures. 
volunteers  a r e  be ing  t r a i n e d ,  though one d i f f i c u l t y  only  now being over- 
come i s  t o  f i n d  workers f l u e n t  i n  Hebrew and Yiddish t o  dea l  w i th  t h e  mat- 
e r l a l  I n  t hese  languages, i n  add i t i on  t o  t h e  volunteers  i n  t h e  English 
speaking group. Work is  progress ing ,  however, and it is  expected t h a t  t h e  
backlog of m a t e r i a l  w i l l  be shelved,  l i s t e d  and p a r t i a l l y  indexed by t h e  
end of 1970. 

A tape-recording p r o j e c t  is underway, and photographs a r e  being taken 
of bu i ld ings  and s i t e s  important  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  Jewish community. 
An o rde r ly  program of planned a c q u i s i t i o n s  i s  being i n s t i t u t e d ,  which 
included microfi lm ma te r i a l .  Further p r o j e c t s  t o  be undertaken inc lude  an  
Index of t h e  Library  holdings together  w i th  those  of o the r  community organ- 
i z a t i o n s  and p r i v a t e  i nd iv idua l s .  Pub l i ca t ion  of a  Prel iminary Inventory 
and Union L i s t  must remain f u t u r e  goals .  

I n  add i t i on  t o  t h e  Jewish Publ ic  L i b r a r y ' s  Archives Program, t h e  
Archives Committee i s  hold ing  j o i n t  meetings wi th  two o the r  Jewish commun- 
i t y  o rgan iza t ions ,  t h e  Canadian Jewish and the  A l l i e d  Jewish 
Community The J o i n t  Committee was appointed t o  devise  an 
i n t e g r a t e d  archives  program t o  encompass t h e  holdings of t h e  p re sen t  
r e p o s i t o r i e s  a s  we l l  a s  ma te r i a l  i n  t h e  possess ion  of o ther  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
and i n  p r i v a t e  hands. Many of t he se  o rgan iza t ions  and ind iv idua l s  have 
ind i ca t ed  t h e i r  wish t o  be a s soc i a t ed  wi th  a Jewish Community Archives 
program, i n  which methods common t o  a l l  r e p o s i t o r i e s  would be used. 

As a f i r s t  s t e p ,  t h e  J o i n t  Committee engaged t h e  s e rv i ces  of  Mr. John 
Andreassen, of  t h e  Records Company o f  Canada, t o  prepare  a r e p o r t  on t h e  
p re sen t  s t a t e  of t h e  a r ch ives  of t h e  Jewish Community and t o  o f f e r  recom- 
mendations t o  improve t h e  e x i s t i n g  s i t u a t i o n .  Received i n  Apr i l ,  1969, t h e  
major p a r t  of M r .  Andreassen's r e p o r t  was adopted, and one immediate r e -  
s u l t  was t h e  Committee's dec i s ion  t o  engage an a r c h i v i s t ,  whose s e r v i c e s  
would be shared betweein t h e  Canadian Jewish Congress and t h e  Jewish Publ ic  
Library ,  t h e  two main a r ch ives  r e p o s i t o r i e s .  

Another sugges t ion ,  t o  i n s t i t u t e  a t r a i n i n g  course f o r  vo lun tee r s ,  i s  
now being implemented, and from t h i s  group t h e  f u t u r e  s t a f f  f o r  t h e  Jewish 
Community Archives w i l l  be drawn. When t h e  e x i s t i n g  backlog of  m a t e r i a l  
i n  t h e  two chief  r e p o s i t o r i e s  i s  under con t ro l ,  it i s  hoped t h a t  t h e s e  
t r a i n e d  workers w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  t o  a i d  those  o rgan iza t ions  and indiv id-  
u a l s  who wish t o  keep personal  possess ion  of  t h e i r  holdings,  bu t  t o  mam- 
t a m  them according t o  recognized a r c h i v a l  metho'ds. 

The Canadian ~ e w i s h  Congress and t h e  Jewish Publ ic  L ib ra ry  p l an  t o  
move i n t o  new bu i ld ings ,  Congress i n  1970 and t h e  Library  wi th in  a space 



of  t h r e e  o r  four years .  The Archives Sect ion  i n  each s t r u c t u r e  i s  being 
planned t o  inc lude  proper atmospheric cond i t i ons  and space adequate f o r  
p re sen t  and f u t u r e  s torage .  Areas w i l l  b e  provided f o r  l i s t e n i n g  t o  tape- 
recordings ,  r e sea rch  and r e f e rence ,  microfi lm r eade r s  and o f f i c e s .  For 
t h e  p re sen t ,  microfi lming and r e p a i r s  w i l l  have t o  be executed by o t h e r s ,  
bu t  f u t u r e  p lans  envis ion  t h e  add i t i on  of  t he se  departments. 

Today, t h e  Library  continues i t s  manifold a c t i v i t i e s  i n  s eve re ly  
l imi t ed ,  r en t ed  qua r t e r s ,  but  s t i l l  r e t a i n s  i t s  t r a d i t i o n a l  p o s i t i o n  a s  a  
c e n t r e  of t he  Jewish community. The goa l  of a  bu i ld ing  of i t s  own is not  
fo rgo t t en ,  and p lans  go forward t o  r e a l i z e  t h i s  ambition. Thus, t h e  
Library  s t o r y  has come f u l l  c i r c l e .  

The f i f t y - f i v e  years  of t h e  Jewish Pub l i c  L i b r a r y ' s  ex i s t ence  mark a  
per iod  of cons tant  growth and se rv i ce ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  t h e  Yiddish speaking 
s e c t i o n  of  t h e  Jewish community. Or ig ina t ing  from two small ,  s p e c i a l i z e d  
l i b r a r i e s ,  those  of t h e  Z ion i s t  and Labour Z ion i s t  Groups, t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  
launched i n  1914 boradened i t s  scope t o  inc lude  a l l  a spec t s  of Judaism, 
both  anc i en t  and modern. I ts  own a rch ives  program forging  ahead, an a c t i v e  
p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  t h e  proposed Jewish Community Archives, t he  Jewish Pub l i c  
L ib ra ry  f aces  a  f u t u r e  b r i g h t  wi th  many p lans .  To the  Jewish community, 
t h e  Library  symbolizes t h e  ded ica t ion  of "Everyman" t o  t h e  s p i r i t  of 
educat ion  and cu l tu re .  
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